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Abstract (Basic) : US 5354308 A 

A wire skeletal frame is adapted to assume a first condition in 
which the frame is relatively rigid and tubular in configuration and a 
second condition in which the frame is flexible, of reduced stress, and 
collapsible. In the second condition walls of the frame are adapted to 
be positioned against each other to form a stent diameter equal to the 
combined thickness of the frame walls in abutting engagement with each 
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other . 

The frame in its second condition is devoid of bias urging the 
frame to assume the first configuration. 

USE /ADVANTAGE - Capable of exercising considerable stress if 
confined, as by a vessel wall, and tubular in configuration for holding 
open a vascular passageway, and a second configuration in which the 
stent is flexible, in a reduced stress state, and adapted to be 
compressed into a small enough size to fit within the small bore of a 
delivery catheter. 
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